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what fertilizers were needed, what methods of cultivation were best
suited to the existing conditions, and what crops were best adapted to
the soil. The findings of these studies were employed in developing a
system for the proper care and use of these soils, with the result that
today these areas are highly productive. Denmark is one of the most
prosperous nations of Europe, and almost its entire prosperity is based

Map showing the distribution of climatic soil types in Europe according to the
zonal classification and particularly from Sibirtzev and Ramann. Key: I, Soils of
the Tundra; a, clayey and sandy tundra; b, peat-bogs; c, stony land; 2, podsolized
soils, the very light-colored forest soils: a, podsols proper; b, waste land and peat-
bogs; c, rcndzinas; 3, brown forest soils and degraded chernosem; 4, chernosem
soils: a, chernosem proper; b, saline soils; 5, chestnut-brown steppe soils: a, chestnut-
brown soils; b, saline soils; 6, soils of the Mediterranean region. (From "Agricul-
tural Regions of Europe" by Olof Jonasson, appearing in Economic Geography, vol.
2, p. 39-)

upon its agriculture. Likewise the northern German plain yields nearly
enough to make Germany independent from the point of view of food.
In the Mediterranean region are to be found examples of another
influence of man upon soils, Here the removal of the forests from the
more rugged areas, over-grazing on the hill and mountain sides, and
the improper cultivation of the slopes have resulted in excessive erosion
which not only removed much of the soil from the slopes but also
injured some of the valleys in which the eroded materials were de-